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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 5

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

February 7

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

Also in the morning, the President had a
telephone conversation with New England
Patriots owner Robert Kraft to congratulate
the team on their February 6 Super Bowl
victory.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with 2004 Nextel Cup
NASCAR champion driver Kurt Busch.
Later, also in the Oval Office, he met with
Secretary of Commerce Carlos M. Gutierrez
and his wife, Edilia.

February 8

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to De-
troit, MI, where, upon arrival, he met with
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Jim Comer.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. Later, in the Cabinet
Room, he met with Republican Members of
the House of Representatives to discuss So-
cial Security.

The White House announced that the
President will host President Traian Basescu
of Romania at the White House on March
9.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jeffrey Clay Sell to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patricia Lynn Scarlett to be Dep-
uty Secretary of the Interior.

The President announced that he has
named Karl Rove as Assistant to the Presi-
dent, Deputy Chief of Staff, and Senior Ad-
viser.

The President announced that he has
named Michael J. Gerson as Assistant to the
President for Policy and Strategic Planning.
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February 9

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Thaksin Chinnawat of Thailand to congratu-
late him on his party’s February 6 parliamen-
tary election victory and to discuss relief ef-
forts following the December 26, 2004,
earthquake and tsunamis in the Indian
Ocean. He then had an intelligence briefing.

Also in the morning, the President had a
telephone conversation with Prime Minister
Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark to con-
gratulate him on his February 8 election vic-
tory and to discuss the elections in Iraq, the
situation in the Middle East, and the Presi-
dent’s upcoming visit to Europe.

In the afternoon, in the Residence, the
President had lunch with President
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland.

Later in the afternoon, in the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Executive Office Building, the
President made remarks at a business round-
table.

The President announced that he has
named John E. Straub as Special Assistant
to the President and Director of the Office
of Administration.

The President announced that he has
named William McGurn as Assistant to the
President for Speechwriting.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kentucky and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by a severe winter
storm and record snow on December 21—
23, 2004.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe winter storms, heavy
rains, and flooding on January 4-6.

February 10

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Ra-
leigh, NC, where, upon arrival, he met with
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Jim Van
Strien.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Blue Bell, PA, where, upon arrival, he met
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer David
Bulkley.
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In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
name Roland W. Betts as a member of the
New York Committee on the Olympic
Games Board of Directors.

February 11

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

The President announced his intention to
nominate C. David Welch to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John B. Bellinger III to be Legal
Advisor at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate R. Nicholas Burns to be Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted February 8

Brig. Gen. William T. Grisoli, USA,
to be a member of the Mississippi River
Commission.

Submitted February 10

Robert B. Zoellick,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of State,
vice Richard Lee Armitage, resigned.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released February 7

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan
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Fact sheet: The 2006 Budget: Meeting the
Nation’s Priorities
Transcript of a press briefing by Office of

Management and Budget Director Josh
Bolten on the FY 2006 budget

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Di-
rector Jim Towey on how the FY 2006 budg-
et continues to support partnerships between
faith- and community-based groups and Gov-
ernment

Released February 8

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Transcript of remarks by the First Lady at
a Helping America’s Youth event

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Bush To Welcome President Basescu of Ro-
mania

Fact sheet: Ensuring America’s Prosperity

Released February 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Transcript of a press briefing by Brig. Gen.
John R. Allen, USMC, Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense, Alan P. Larson, Under
Secretary of State for Economic, Business,
and Agricultural Affairs, Andrew S. Natsios,
Administrator, U.S. Agency for International
Development, and Paul D. Wolfowitz, Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, on Indian Ocean
tsunami recovery efforts

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Bush Announces Solidarity Initiative To Sup-
port Our Partners in Freedom

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Kentucky

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Kansas

Fact sheet: Setting the Record Straight:
Medicare Drug Benefit Estimates Un-
changed

Fact sheet: Continuing Support for Tsunami
Relief

Released February 10

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan



